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Information Science Student Association 
Student Chapters: NYLA | ALA | SAA 

 

ISSA Minutes of the Meeting: 
September 5, 2016—5 in attendance 

 

Call to Order: 11:02 

 

An officers’ meeting of the Information Studies Student Association 

(ISSA) was held on September 5, at 11:00 a.m. at Iron Gate Café at 182 

Washington Ave, Albany, New York. 

 

ATTENDEES 

The following officers were present: Co-President Renae Rapp, Co-

President Kristen Thornton-De Stafeno, Co-President Tim Furgal, 

Treasurer Kate Lambert, and Secretary Brenden McCarthy.  

Officers absent: no officers were absent. 

 

Officers 

The elected officers of ISSA for the Fall 2016 semester are as 

follows: 

 

Co-Presidents: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary: 

 

Treasurer: 

 

Tim Furgal  

(President of SCNLYA) 
Kristen Thornton-De Stafeno 

(President of SCALA) 
Renae Rapp  

(President of SCoSAA) 
(Webmaster) 
 

Brenden McCarthy 

 

Kate Lambert 

 

 

VOTE Approval of the Agenda 

 

 Motion: Approve prepared agenda 

 Resolved: Motion approved 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

VOTE Approval of the Minutes 

Upon motion duly made by Co-President Tim and seconded by Co-President 

Renae, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

 Motion: Approve the minutes from the meeting on July 24 2016. 

 Resolved: Motion approved, no edits suggested 

o 4 in favor; 0 against 

 

The ISSA Logo and Seal 

 Since the last officers’ meeting Co-President Renae and the 

secretary collaborated on creating an original graphic for the 

organization.See previous meeting minutes for discussion.  
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The seal shall double as a logo, and will also be used in 

graphics and banners for paper and electronic records.  

The official seal of the organization shall be a single circle 

with the capitalized letters “I S S A” appearing diagonally within the 

circumference. The ISSA seal shall appear in UAlbany purple and gold 

or, alternatively, in shades of black and white. The ISSA seal may 

appear in conjunction with the proper UALbany logo or seal, as well as 

the logos of SCNYLA, SCALA, SCoSAA, (NYLA, ALA, SAA). 
 

VOTE Adopt the Seal of the Organization 

 Motion: Adopt the seal. 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

The secretary will make Facebook cover photos / banners using the ISSA 

seal. 

 

Orientation Discussion 

 After a recap of last week’s orientation, it was decided that 

officers shall mention civil service at the upcoming meeting. It was 

also decided that we will give a brief primer on ISSA for new and 

returning members. The secretary will add these items to the agenda 

for the first general meeting. 

 

Promotion 

 A discussion took place about how to best promote ISSA. Officers 

decided on an appropriate (limited) use of printed flyers and a robust 

and active use of social media and digital flyers. The officers will 

stay after the first general meeting to re-decorate the bulletin board 

in the student lounge and bring materials. 

 

Revisions and Re-adoption the Constitution and Mission Statement 

The secretary noted some grammatical and stylistic problems with 

the constitution and mission statement in their present incarnation. 

It was noted both of these key documents should be re-adopted at the 

start of the semester.  

The key documents will not be reviewed during the first general 

meeting. A vote on the (minor) re-visions will be held at the second 

general meeting. The language for GSA should be removed, officer 

duties should be clarified. Co-President Tim took a copy of the 

constitution to look over. The secretary will upload a copy with edits 

and track changes to Google Drive for the officers to collaborate. 

 

REVIEW OF THE FINANCES 

 Treasurer Kate provided a review of the finances to help the 

officers with their event planning and budgeting. The current funds 

are $335.76. Officers may view the detailed spreadsheet in Google 

Drive.  

 

EVENTS AND PLANNING 

Bake Sale 

The first finalized event to come before the officers was the 

semi-annual bake sale. The dates will be the 24-26 of October 2016 and 

the dates will be added to the upcoming meeting agenda. It was 
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decided, after debate, that books and buttons will continue to be part 

of the event. A sign-up sheet will follow.  

 

VOTE Hold the ISSA Bake (book and button) Sale on October 24-26, 2016 

 Motion: Solidify date of the bake sale, vote to continue sale of 

books and use of button machine. 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

Planning the first General Meeting  

The secretary will prepare the agenda for the meeting and furnish 

copies, electronic copies of the meeting agenda will be available on 

the website as well. Upcoming professional development events and 

conferences should appear on the agenda and website. 

 

“’Preserve’ Your Sanity” Events 

 Co-President Renae elucidated the “Preserve” Your Sanity off-
campus events that were discussed last Officers’ Meeting. It is based 

on an idea from another Student Chapter of SAA, refer to previous 

minutes for details. These will be monthly off-campus social meet-ups 

between members of ISSA. Several bars and venues in Albany were 

discussed as possible locations. Officers will continue to look into 

logistics.   

 

VOTE: Organize Monthly Preserve Your Sanity Events 

 Motion: Hold monthly Off Campus ISSA social meetups 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

Community Engagement 

Co-President Tim raised the subject about community engagement. 

Co-President Renae mentioned possible opportunities at local 

repositories. A discussion amongst Co-Presidents Tim, Renae, Kristen, 

Treasurer Kate, and the secretary followed. Book-drives were mentioned. 

Officers will keep abreast on social engagement opportunities and events. 

ISSA will gauge member interest in such events. 

 

Additional Event Planning 

Co-President Tim noted November is a good month for a speaker, to which 

the officers unanimously agreed. Details to follow. 

 

Co-President Kristen noted that December is a good month for an ISSA 

party, to which the officers unanimously agreed. Location to be 

determined.  

 

During the winter we will have a tea and adult coloring session.  

 

Officers will reach out to alums to come speak at ISSA meetings to 

provide career advice and encouragement. 

 

Officers will keep an eye on CAS and the Department as changes occur. 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE 
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LISTSERV 

 Co-President Kristen will send out notices of the ISSA meetings 

the Monday before each meeting. Be it resolved the Secretary will not 

disseminate meeting minutes through the LISTSERV as was (apparently) 

done in previous years. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes will be publically available from 

https://howtolibraryschool.wordpress.com/meeting-minutes/ 

Upon request, and request only, will the secretary e-mail minutes to 

individual students and faculty. The records and minutes are open to 

inspection at any time during a meeting, and the secretary keeps copies 

in the ISSA Secretary’s Book. Copies of the minutes may also be available 

in the binder in the student lounge for review.  

 

Website 

Webmaster Renae will speak about the website at the General 

Meeting. She has done a major revamp of the site and she has invited 

Officers to contact her if they need additional changes made. 

 

Twitter 

Co-president Kristen will assume responsibility for activity on 

the ISSA Twitter account. 

  

 Updated Policy on Member led ISSA Events 

 

To maximize follow-through, the incumbent officers agreed on the 

following policy, summarized herein. When a member of ISSA initiates 

the plans of an event or guest speaker, she or he shall be held 

accountable for the execution and fruition of said event. ISSA 

Officers and ISSA at large will help with promotional materials and 

support, but the onus shall be on the individual student to plan 

accordingly, and secure speaker(s), locations and dates. Events must 

be planned at least two weeks in advance. 

 

VOTE: ISSA Members who create their own events must execute those 

events. 

 Motion: ISSA members are responsible for their events. 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

VOTE: ISSA Officers will promote the event of the member. 

 Motion: ISSA as an Organization helps with the promotional 

material for the event. 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

It was unanimously decided that guest speakers will no longer appear 

via video conference call. This decision will be revisited next 

semester if Wi-Fi improves. 

 

 

 

https://howtolibraryschool.wordpress.com/meeting-minutes/
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NEXT MEETING 

 

The first general meeting of the Fall 2016 semester will be held 

on Wednesday September 7th at 7:15 p.m. in the Student Lounge in Draper 

Hall in the Department of Information Studies in Albany, New York. 

 

VOTE Adjourn: 12:51 p.m. 

 Motion: Adjourn the meeting. 

 Resolved: Motion approved. 

o 5 in favor; 0 against 

 

There being no further business to come before the officers, the 

meeting was adjourned at 12:51 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenden J. McCarthy  

Secretary. 

 

 

These minutes were corrected. 


