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Information Studies Student Association 
Student Chapters: NYLA | ALA | SAA 

 

ISSA Minutes of the Meeting: 
July 24, 2016—5 in attendance 

 

Call to Order: 6:32 

 

An officers’ meeting of the Information Studies Student Association 

(ISSA) was held on July 24, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at Shalimar restaurant at 

405 Fulton St. in Troy, New York.  

 

Attendees 

 

The following officers were present: Co-President Renae Rapp, Co-

President Kristen Thornton-De Stafeno, Co-President Tim Furgal, 

Treasurer Kate Lambert, and Secretary Brenden McCarthy.  

 

Officers absent: no officers were absent. 

 

Introductions 

 

This was the first meeting of the officers in their new roles without 

the guidance of the outgoing officers. The officers of ISSA are: 

 

 

Co-Presidents: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary: 

 

Treasurer: 

 

Tim Furgal  

(President of SCoNLYA) 

Kristen Thornton-De Stafeno 

(President of SCALA) 

Renae Rapp  

(President of SCoSAA) 

(ISSA Webmaster) 

 

Brenden McCarthy 

 

Kate Lambert 

 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

 

 Motion: Approve prepared agenda 

 Resolved: Motion approved 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

 Motion: Approve the minutes from the meeting on May 17, 2016 

 Resolved: Motion approved, no edits suggested 

 

Passwords 

 

The officers discussed updating the passwords to ISSA’s various 
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accounts, which, at the time of the meeting, were known to the 

previous officers and even the officers before them. Upon motion duly 

made and seconded, the passwords will be changed. 

 

 Motion: Change account passwords 

 Resolved: Motion approved 

 

The key-code for the student lounge needs to be updated. Kristen 

will speak to Professor Eppard about this. Going forward, the new code 

can be obtained directly from ISSA officers and from the department. 

 

 Motion: Change student lounge key code 

 Resolved: Motion approved 

 

Web Presence  

 Old Accounts 

Over the years, many social media accounts for ISSA have been 

generated with varying degrees of activity and success. Officers have 

been in the process of purging or deleting outdated/inactive accounts. 

Going forward ISSA will only maintain social media accounts for 

Twitter, Facebook, and Wordpress.com (the main site/blog). 

 

Motion: ISSA will use Facebook, Twitter and Wordpress 

Resolved: Motion approved 

 

 Site Changes 

Renae led a discussion about the website. A discussion took place 

about original and active content for the blog, as well as the site’s 

name. Tim noted his upcoming trip to Iceland and volunteered to write 

an entry about the national library. Kristen noted her trip to Comic 

con and volunteered to write about her experience at the librarian 

panels. The secretary offered to post entries with the bi-weekly 

minutes to provide better access to them. 

The interface on the Wordpress site was discussed and various 

changes will be implemented pending access. 

 

Official Logo 

 

ISSA’s logo was never formalized last year. Plans were made to 

create a logo for the letter head and for official ISSA documents. 

Renae has a logo that she started. 

 

Planning for Fall 2016 

 

Kristen inherited several documents from outgoing officers, 

including the GSA information. She will compile a master list of notes 

and upload it to Google Drive. 

 

 Events 

 

For events, Tim mentioned holding a job fair. He was also 

planning ahead for NYLA and took a headcount of officers. Renae had an 

idea for a social meetup similar to an SAA chapter’s “Preserve Your 

Sanity” event, where ISSA would meet off-campus. Renae also noted the 
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2002 and 2003 field trips that ISSA held to various repositories. 

Because field trips are a challenge and an archives often has limited 

access, it was noted that it may be more effective to have 

professionals come to us. This way they could talk about their 

collections, repositories, jobs and responsibilities. 

It was agreed that we should find several guest speakers and 

reach out to them early. Each president volunteered to reach out to 

contacts in their respective fields. 

The resume workshop will take place in the spring and the format 

will be the same as it was in Spring 2016.  

 

 Engaging the Student Body 

 

Student involvement and student attendance was the next issue. A 

discussion followed regarding how to engage students and how to plan 

activities. It was noted that ISSA often has big ideas but the 

challenge is commitment and seeing those ideas through to completion 

so it reflects positively on the organization. 

 

 Orientation 

 

 Officers will be present at orientation to introduce themselves 

and talk briefly about their role in ISSA. We also need to find a more 

effective way to disseminate ISSA’s materials at orientation to get 

students interested and involved early. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

Another officers meeting will take place 1-2 weeks before 

orientation, the date will be finalized via email. 
The first official meeting with all members will be held on 

September 7th at 7:15 p.m. in the Student Lounge in Draper Hall in the 

Department of Information Studies in Albany, New York. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:52 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the officers, the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:52. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenden J. McCarthy, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes were corrected. 


