
9/7/16 Discussion w/ Consultant Mike Eisenberg 

 Professor Mike Eisenberg, Professor Eppard, and seven students attended 

o One additional student showed up at 12:50pm 

 Professor Eisenberg introduced himself briefly.  

o He’s alum of the school, having received his BA here, and completed his MA in 

the LIS program in 1973. 

o Following graduation, he went on to work at Syracuse, and in 1997 he went on to 

work at the University of Washington when their LIS program was having a 

“crisis.” 

o Eisenberg noted that he coined the term “iSchool.” 

 Following Eisenberg’s introduction, the students went around the room and introduced 

themselves and discussed favorite and least favorite classes, as well as some of their 

concerns. 

 Main Changes Discussed: 

o The department name will change from Information Studies to Information 

Science, and we should refer to the program as iSci, thus if you’re on the 

Archives track, you would say you’re getting your degree in “Archives in iSci.” 

 Eisenberg mentioned that they will be looking for students to design a 

logo for iSci to develop the program’s “brand.” 

 Co-President Kristen commented that she would mention this at future 

ISSA meetings. 

 Eisenberg said he would donate the money to print t-shirts for the 

program and he could be reimbursed later or ISSA could “convince him to 

just make it a donation/gift.” 

o IST 523 will eventually be dropped from the course listing along with some other 

electives 

o After ISSA Co-President Kristen brought up concerns over moving to mostly 

online courses, Professor Eisenberg said that there are no plans to do so; 

however the department is looking at “Expanding online with the expectation of 

still being an on campus program.” 

 Eisenberg said that the purpose of this is to expand and increase 

enrollment. We’re currently at 90, but need to be around 200 students. 

o Rolling admissions is going to end, with a move to only Fall admissions 

 This is due to the fact that they “can’t offer a course three times a year,” 

which would suggest that certain courses will only be offered in the fall 

and spring semesters 

o Co-President Kristen inquired about the vision for the Information Management 

degree per Co-President Tim’s request, and Eisenberg said that Info Mgmt 

students should begin thinking of the degree as “Information Management & 

Techology” as the degree will be merging with the Information Systems and 

Technology degree in around 6-8 months. 

 Other Notes 



o Various students voiced their concerns and frustrations with the online courses, 

especially in terms of poor planning. 

o Casey Wayman noted the great work of some of our adjunct professors such as 

Carol Anne Germain and Tim Burke. 

o Co-President Kristen asked about changing the name of ISSA to Information 

Science Student Association and Eisenberg said it would be a good idea, but that 

the change to the department wouldn’t happen immediately. 

o Considering some of the changes to the department in terms of the rolling 

admission and the “cohort” style, Co-President Kristen asked how these changes 

would affect current students. Eisenberg noted that most changes would not 

happen until Fall 2017, but students already admitted to the program – including 

the Part-time students – would be “grandfathered in” to the previous 

arrangements of the program. 

 Co-President Kristen left the meeting around 1pm, but the meeting continued for another 

10 minutes. 


