
Information Studies Student Association 

 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

7:15 pm 

Information Studies Student Lounge in Draper Hall 
 

1. Library Programs Squared Symposium (Oct. 16) 
2. Geoff Kirkpatrick, current President of NYLA and Director of the Bethlehem Public 

Library to speak about Civil Service and NYLA 

 

General Announcements: 
 

Rare Book School is accepting applications for a fellowship that pays for a 1-week intensive 
course on rare books 

o http://rarebookschool.org/admissions-awards/fellowships/imls/ 
o (RBS also offers scholarships) 

Edward Snowden will be attending a conference and speaking via satellite at Bard College in 
Dutchess County. May be of interest to those interested in policy, privacy, FOIL, etc. 

o About 1.5 hours away. Cost $35. 
o http://www.bard.edu/hannaharendtcenter/conference-fall15 

Youth Services Department of the Albany Public Library - Washington Avenue Branch is 
interested in having an intern next semester, particularly if that person can work on Sunday 
afternoons. 
 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:  
 

October 6th @ 7:15 pm 

Guest Speaker Jeremy Johannesen, Executive Director of NYLA, to discuss the NYLA Conference 

 

 

 

 

Contact us at informationstudiessa@gmail.com 

 

http://rarebookschool.org/admissions-awards/fellowships/imls/
http://www.bard.edu/hannaharendtcenter/conference-fall15
mailto:informationssa@gmail.com


ISSA Meeting Minutes  

September 15, 2015—Guest Speaker Geoff Kirkpatrick, President of NYLA and Director of the 

Bethlehem Public Library (13 in attendance + CAG) 

 

NYLA Funds 

 Reimbursement checks 

 Geoff Kirkpatrick will ask Jeremy Johannesen about our student group funds 

 

Programs Squared call for volunteers 

 

Faculty meeting tomorrow (9/16/15) cancelled—update delayed until Oct. meeting 

 

Geoff Kirkpatrick on Civil Service in New York: 

 

General:  

 Civil Service is an aspect of working in public libraries 

 Civil Service does not have an appointed body to appeal to  

 Not many resources are available, so some things are not as good as they should be 

 Agencies throughout NY are not consistent and will differ in procedure  

 Continuous recruitment—your name stays on the list for a year 

 Periodically—exams announced one month in advance, but they are irregular. 

 After you get a civil service score the list is generated and job agencies go through it 

 It is always possible for you to be hired with a score of 100 

 The local municipality decides whether or not they want a residency requirement for 

those taking the exam, and they all have different rules regarding this.  

 Civil Service task force is working on a database to show different requirements of 

different places 

 Talk to the HR/director of the library about what civil service they’re under 

 Reachability: ~top 10 on the generated list that also reply “yes” to the notification letter 

sent after the tests are scored 

o If you reply “no” make a request to keep your name on the list for future positions 

 

Who Tests:  

 Laborers in the libraries do not need to test—this is typically pages and maintenance staff 

 Those who need to take a test: Classified Service (e.g. Librarian I, Clerk, Library 

Assistant) 



 Directors—library boards can request that a director be an exempt class and remove the 

testing requirement.  This also removes civil service protection (basic equivalent to not 

having tenure in academia).  This can be a benefit though because the board can hire who 

they want. 

 

Public Library Certificate: 

 The first priority after graduating with a library degree should be to get the public library 

certificate.  Civil Service exams will require the certificate number.   

o Certificate costs $5 

o To maintain: 

 60 credit hours of continuing education every 5 years 

 Renew every 5 years through the State Library website 

 (Going to the NYLA conference every year will provide more than 

enough credits) 

 

Versions of the Test: 

 Most of NY uses a Training and Experience exam  

o Similar to a detailed resume 

o Includes work, continuing education, classes, leadership positions, etc. 

 Nassau County requires a literal written test 

 Paper version (old, but still in use) 

o 5 categories on the exam to fill with classes taken during study for the MLS/MSIS 

degree  

o Must have a class in every category and at least two classes in two of the 

categories 

o Do not leave one blank.  Use everything. 

o Librarian I Exam: 

 100=MLS/MSIS, recent graduate (graduated in the past 5 years), classes 

properly filled out 

 Online version (new) 

o Username/password sent to participants 

o 1 month given to fill out the exam (can save and finish later if necessary) 

o To score 100 on this you must also have either an 8 month internship (which is 

not normal in most schools) or a leadership position in a library related committee 

for the same amount of time (Westchester county says it must be post-MLS).   

 Library Assistant exam 

o 100=MLS/MSIS, 5 years clerical experience 

o Different weight on experience vs. education level, masters classes taken, etc. 

 Library Director exam 

o “No hard and fast rules.” 

 

Broken list: 



 Occurs when every willing acceptor says they are not interested in the position 

 There must be at least 3 people on the generated list 

 Broken lists allows directors to hire anyone qualified, but these hires are in provisional 

status and must test to keep their jobs.  You gain no experience for that municipality, 

meaning that you cannot use experience in a Librarian I position under provisional status 

to test for Librarian II exam in the same area.  However, you can go to another district 

and use that experience for the Librarian II exam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information Studies Student Association
(ISSA)

The Information Studies Student Association (iSSA) is a student group that all Information Studies stu-

dents are a part of. The leaders of ISSAwork as liaisons between the students and the faculty, attending

both student organization meetings as well as faculty meetings. Please feel free to approach any of the ISSA

co-presidents to discuss your thoughts.

As a way to centralize student resources, ISSA has also become the umbrella group for three student

chapters of professional organizations: the American Library Association, the Society of American Archivists,

and the New York Library Association. These organizations help build a stronger professional network before

leaving school and open doors in the post-grad job search.

These organizations are active and vital parts of different Information Professions and when LIS stu-

dents belong to these organizations early in their career they are given networking opportunities and re-

sources that will sustain them throughout their careers. If you know of a professional group that is not repre-

sented at the University at Albany, and would like to start a student-led chapter, please contact us. ISSA is

also looking to partner with other university and area organizations, please let us know if you have an idea or

suggestion about this.

Fall 2015 Meeting Schedule

For more information on professional organizations and for professional development

opportunities come to an ISSAmeeting at 7:15pm in Draper Student Lounge:

September 15 Guest Speaker: Geoff Kirkpatrick, president of NYLA

October 6 Guest Speaker: Jeremy Johannesen, executive director of NYLA

October 20 Bad Library Movie Night (we're still soliciting suggestions on what to watch ...)

November 2-24 ISSA Food Drive

November Please contact us:

informationstudiessa@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook under: 11
Librarian Panel

GM il
November 3 General Meeting

November 17 General Meeting UAlbany SCALA

UAlbany SCSAA

Or find us on Twitter under:
December 1 General Meeting

December 5 Annual Holiday Party
UAlbanySCALA

and keep an eye on our blog (or contribute!):

howtolibraryschool.wordpress.com

And watch for ISSAupdates on the IST-l Listserv!
MSIS students do not need to be organization

members to attend meetings



Our Professional
Organizations

American
Library
Association

The American Library Association (ALA) is the oldest and largest library association in the world, providing

association information, news, events, and advocacy resources for members, librarians, and library users.

They hold the world's largest annual professional library conference in the world. UAlbany's Student

Chapter (SCALA) helps students get connected to this nationwide organization as soon as possible.

Combination student memberships for ALA and NYLA are reasonably priced at $38. See ala.org for more

details.

The Society of American Archivists enables archivists to achieve

professional excellence and foster innovation to ensure the identification,

preservation, and use of records of enduring value. SAA promotes the

values and diversity of archives and archivists: We are the preeminent

source of professional resources and the principal communication hub for

American archivists. UAlbany's student chapter (SCoSAA) helps students

get connected to professionals and resources. Student memberships are

$50 and can be found at www.archivists.org.

THE SOCIETY oj
AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

The New York Library Association (NYLA) is the only

statewide organization dedicated to advocating on

behalf of all libraries and library staff to the state

legislature, and serves-as the spokesperson on library

matters to the media and public policymakers. NYLA

offers a variety of services and programs to meet

members' needs. NYLA is a great, local option for MSIS

students to meet and network with local professionals

and they hold a professional conference every year. For

combination membership information, please see

NYLA.org and looking under Memberships.


